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and Haunted Men

THE lack of interest in so-called psychical
matters is somewhat surprising.

There is, however, more hope of the
clearing up of the scientific aspects of
these phenomena than ever before.

Sir William Crookes, late President of
the British Association, has no doubt that
thoughts and images may be transferred
from one mind to another without the
agency of the recognised organs of sense,
and that knowledge may enter the human
mind without being communicated in any
hitherto known or recognised ways! The
word recognised is important; perhaps
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HOUSES AND HAUNTED MEN 3

or something like it, the first letter doubt-
ful, shows that thought transfer is to the
ear as well as to the eye, or at least goes
over from one to the other; she says,
“You know I as often hear the name of
the object as see the thing itself.” This
may have been from a mental effort to
receive distinctly an inefficiently acute
impression of her friend’s. She saw a
jug seen by her friend, and heard the
train she heard. The colour of the jug
differed a little. The distance fourteen
miles. Audible speech might thus be
helped by despatching a picture of the
idea from a distance. Other people must
be like Miss Campbell.! There must be
material force in this, since a thought
heightens the temperature of the brain.
But this force has its limits of dis-
tance, &c. A

To connect apparitions with hypnotism.

1 Podmores “ Studies,” p. 228.




































HOUSES AND HAUNTED MEN 13

and perceived nothing except ugly sounds,
until he got a feeling that some one was
glad that he left, and that he himself
would not like to pass another night
there. Perhaps this last feeling was a
deceptive transfer; they did not like the
stout priest bluffing them. Later he was
willing to go to the house at B
again.

Miss Campbell got a word, imperfect
perhaps, but a better-developed effort
developed better results. It is worth
remarking that in another experimental
transfer of thought, where the percipient
was not warned, when Mr. Godfrey’s
apparition was seen by a lady friend, she
heard a curious sound like birds in the
ivy. It is by no means unlikely that
this was the result of his first trying to
attract her attention.!

The eye impression moving to the ear

1 Podmore’s “ Studies,” p. 250.






HOUSES AND HAUNTED MEN 17

[ third person must know the second
person.’

The apparition to Miss Ducane is in-~
teresting, and it is a pity it could not
be recognised.? It was seen in the mirror
by her sisters, with one exception; but
she (Miss Ducane) and the other young
ladies all felt the cold air.

Miss Freer, who saw the shadows of
a figure on the wall first, and then the
figure itself, must have been more scien-
tifically operated on, but an apparition to
several young ladies is harder to bring
about. The original of Miss Freer's
visions should be carefully traced —the
one in the drawing-room especially. How
many persons would be needed to produce
the rather inchoate phenomena observed
by Miss Freer's garrison is doubtful;
three distinct voices, if not four, were

1 Osgood Mason, “ Telepathy,” &c., chap. x.

? Podmore’s “ Studies,” p. 275.
B




































HOUSES AND HAUNTED MEN 29

Colonel Meysey Thompson’s Remi-
niscences relate a wonderful occurrence
connected with his father, but it is
believed that more striking matters oc-
curred even than this. To return to the
haunted house.

The cottage to the east of the glen—
Ballechin cottage—(there is no reason for
not using the name except that B is
shorter than Ballechin ; indeed the public
and the Perthshire police should combine
to clear the neighbourhood of the gang
who have troubled a charming country
house)—was once a place for retreat for
nuns. The fact was not known to Miss
Freer and her friends until several visions
of nuns had been seen in the glen.

The poor religious women, like the
priests, must have been a favourite prey
of the hypnotists.

The writer believes that the late

1 “ Haunting of B—— House,” p. 136.
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purposes of information; and the idea
that he should be begged to aid in
blessing the house and banning the
haunters, may have been a thought
transferred by a hypnotist to Miss
Freer, who is liable to thought transfer,
and is a good transferrer herself. Why
should not a nun’s apparition be trans-
ferred as was Father H.'s (to Miss
Langton) ?

It appears that valiant resistance can
inflict this possession upon hypnotists as
well as the horrors of a hard and disgust-
ing victory do.

Perhaps the Scin-laeca of Bulwer's
‘“ Harold,” the apparition of Cerdic,
haunted the imaginations of generations
of magicians. These were possibly Celts ;
only one witch-rune on a Saxon sword
was found ; that was in the Isle of Wight.
It was, Professor Stephens said, a soli-
tary instance, as the brave Germans
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thing found was placed beforehand in the
desired position. Thus facts recounted
had been induced. The blackguard who
spoke to her as Phinuit was less edu-
cated than the one who dictated George
Pelham’s communications.

Mrs. Piper’s education was rather suited
to receive the vulgar Phinuit’s, than the
more refined pseudo Pelham’s communi-
cations. But the progress from the one
stage so revolting to Miss Freer, to the
other so delightful, a sign of increased
refinement to Mr. Myers, was hardly
more a change than the turning on a
hot tap after a cold water tap into a
basin. The receptacle was the same.
But as a strong hypnotist herself, Mrs.
Piper could bring off the Sutton matter;
she could easily give Mrs. Sutton visual
hallucinations. The startling position
taken up by Mr. Myers in his article

in the MNational Review, is easily ex-
o
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should be seen at every instant of our
lives. Light images may be given by
feeble hypnotists of which but the dark
reaction can be detected only once in a
way. Compare Binet and Féré. They
are perhaps noted when hypnotic speech
does not come off and is not heard.
The small vision in one eye only is
separate from the landscape, and practi-
cally does not much influence the mind
of the person on whom it is inflicted,
who continues aware that it is a mere
delusion, causing scarcely anything but
trifling interruption. This is perhaps only
the case with the few, more numerous
however amongst the strong nations than
amongst the weaker ones, who are im-
pervious to ordinary hypnotism, or could
only be hypnotised if extraordinarily
fatigued.

The development of intelligence and
perhaps endurance increases the number
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to think such cases not uncommon. A
gentleman attacked by hypnotists twice
suffered from syncope. He was previ-
ously suffering from exhaustion brought
on by rowing a party for their lives in a
squall, and took strychnine at a doctor’s
orders; that medicament, as is known,
makes the nerves more sensitive. Further
rascally attempts were a failure in better-
situated houses. The terror of hearing
a voice suddenly is in those circumstances
very great; against one in good health it
is less, no doubt. The trouble given at
B was particularly great in®the case
of Miss Moore,' who scarcely slept for a
week ; she was Miss Freer's comrade in
No. 1, the S.W. corner room of the house
at B , and the most exposed room
where voices were chiefly heard ; and that,
too, by almost every one who slept there,
Miss N., the Rev. Mr. Q., Father MacL.,

1 «Alleged Haunting of B—— House,” p. 118.
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HOUSES AND HAUNTED MEN 65

which is the more remarkably connected
with previous revelations, not so distinctly
reported, to the Jews, and with the history
of the world at large.

Of course spiritual impressions are of
no more value than the stigmata on
hysterical girls, in whom the emotional
element was over developed, and the
religious understanding too little deve-
loped. The reversion to ancestor worship
in spiritism seems more clear, and dinners
at Kensal Green with five shillings tomb
money, after the system of some low-
caste Indian tribes, should be instituted
by the spiritists. But the Chinaman also
conciliates other spirits—those of friends
or patrons or the great men of past
generations; why do not the spiritualists
sacrifice gold leaf and roast pork like
the inhabitants of the Far East?

The Catholic Church has exorcised

spirits and put them in their place as
E
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him and diverts the attack. That he
actually felt some one making passes
over him is not an error; he had two
antagonists; one of whom, like the young
engineer Cleave,’ was hypnotised by the
other, both willing the hypnotism of
Sanders.

He felt the passes the stronger an-
tagonist was making over the other. If
one of the two people can obtain re-
turn messages like Mr. Godfrey, inti-
mate knowledge of his victim’s doings
might soon be obtained. A ghost ap-
peared to young H. in the shape of a
veiled lady; perhaps the mist round her
was taken for a veil. But to return to
the action of two hypnotists on one per-
son, it may be noted that the sound like
the giving of a tin box heard by Miss
Moore, Miss Freer, and Miss Langton,?

1 “Osgood Mason,” p. 234
2 « Haunting of B—— House,” p. 155.
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a misty phantom, and Lizzie the house-
maid saw a cloud and afterwards got a
cramp, less persistent than the butler’s,
as she began to scream.! The upper
housemaid saw a woman whose legs she
did not notice,? as was the case with
Mr. Godfrey’s friend to whom he ap-
peared hypnotically.

The fact that the dog that appeared to
Miss Freer was a spaniel like Major S.’s,
shows familiarity with the house on the
part of the gang.

That they moved about early near the
house is shown by Mr. C. hearing the
caw of the rooks at 5.35 on March 6;
they would not start cawing so early
unless disturbed. There is thus abundant
evidence (1) that rascals were at work;
(2) accounting for certain of the pheno-
mena observed; (3) pointing out their

! “Haunting of B—— House,” p. 167.
3 Ibid., pp. 205, 207.
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that hypnotism is for doctors only to
study.

To wind up with a statement of what
the writer believes to have been the
object of the rascals about B ; ordi-
nary thought-transfer probably precedes
audible speech by hypnotic influence.

The many people who hear their names
called, and find that no death or other
striking occurrence coincides in time with

v

this, are perhaps being experimented on
by hypnotists, who somehow or other,
perhaps by community of feeling, have
hit upon the precise moment of a state
of subconscious expectation that makes
transfer of an actual word easier.

Of course people, friends or others,
about the victim are an antidote to
influences. The inevitable tendency of
pious natures, sensitive people who are
indispensable to society, is to self-blame.
In misfortune they would always blame
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Freer, it would seem that she intended
mischief to some other member of the
garrison at B , or she would have
been en rapport with Miss Freer, and
aware that she was nearing her.

The pronunciation of the names Ishbel
and Margaret only indicate a non-High-
lander being implicated, but it seems
possible that the latter name, for which
there was no particular cause, may have
been a punning appellation. Mar—garret,
as the grey woman, attacked the servants
in the attics. Such a joke is characteristic
of such villains, and shows that they are
tolerably educated people. Their avoiding
Mr. Z. may indicate that they may have
been brought in contact with him, in the
fifty different ways that an editor may
have seen people—their contributing to
the press is not impossible. They must
have some money too. The writer be-
lieves that physiology and many other
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automatic effort, yet distracts attention.
from the left ear, and a communication
to that ear is unheard, but perceived as
a thought. |

To detect speech a very trifling pres-
sure on the ear has to be watched for.
In a law court or in society the interest
of what is going on knocks the operators
out.

A facility for receiving thought trans-
ferred makes a person perhaps more
susceptible to depression by dull or in-
ferior people, but principle partly cures
this.

The art of dismissing obtrusive thoughts
and persisting in one’s own has to be
cultivated by people with the readiest per-
ceptions.

Natural caution and a habit of studying
probabilities are great helps against such
attackers; but, on the other hand, the

man who drinks a glass of wine when he
F
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writer believes that the cartilages are in-
fluenced, or at least felt to be influenced,
rather than the nerves, glands, or even
the muscles.

He believes that the hearing of the
voices of hypnotists is partly brought
about by a change in the cartilages of the
ear, which (it is stated in Grey’s anatomy)
are to a certain extent disintegrated by
electricity.

The ears thus become rather telephonic,
and no longer dependent so entirely on
the will ; emotion, however, either checks
this facility of sound or the weakness that
permits attention.

If to this be added the repetition by
various voices of the same word, the first
occasion probably when the subject’s eye
is seen to pass over the printed passage
where it occurs in a paper, words will be
brought to the victim’s ear hypnotically.

But perhaps the first system mentioned
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all weighed. A strong man much hyp-
notised in this way, will notice that a
diminished light will relieve him, al-
though previously he paid little attention
to any glare, even up to the age of forty.

- Residence changed from a ground floor
to a lofty room would often cause unusual
relief. On a church tower this would be
felt even more.

The noise of London, and the fact that
people hanging about are watched, are
checks to the early operations of criminal
hypnotists.

Music is probably an excellent antidote.
A feeling of stupidity, given even for a
second, would probably give a boy a wrong
idea of himself, and even repeated suc-
cesses would not quite efface this.

The Japanese system of wrestling lately™
introduced shows how powerful a touch
on a nerve may be in weakening a man.
Such a touch transferred or propelled,
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credulous, and is deprived of much fruit-
ful time for thinking.

The hypnotised person will refuse to
do many actions, and religion is of course
a mainstay, though irrational accretions,
fasting, and superstitious views of the
Communion will weaken it.

Miss Freer repeatedly asked herself
the question, “How did this come into
my head?”

It would seem from the story of the red
figure, afterwards recognised on a seal,
that she had been hypnotised not by her
companion but by some travelling rascal
who had seen the letter in the post-office,
and thus brought off a piece of prevision.

Intelligent watchfulness is a great pro-
tection.
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